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Africa CDC Signs Pivotal Agreements to
Advance Health Qutcomes

On the sidelines of the World Health Assembly 2025 in Geneva (19-27 May), Africa CDC signed
four crucial Memoranda of Understanding to enhance efforts in key areas. The event also
included numerous bilateral discussions with various partners and collaborators.

Expanding Local Manufacturing of Essential Health Products

First to be signed on 18

May 2025 was the MoU

with Unitaid, to expand the
production of essential

health products in Africa and
improve sustainable access
to medicines, diagnostics, and
medical oxygen across the
continent.

Keeping Children Free from Sickle Cell Disease

he third agreement was
with Texas Children’s Glob-

al Health Network, the glob-

al health arm of Texas Children’s
Hospital, one of the largest

and most respected children’s
hospitals in the United States,
which works in collaboration
with Baylor College of Medicine
to strengthen maternal and child
health in over a dozen countries.

Signed on 22 May 2025, the
partnership with Africa CDC will
initially focus on the control of
sickle cell disease (SCD). Africa
bears the brunt of SCD, com-
prising 85% of the global burden.
Through a jointly developed ac-
tion plan, Africa CDC and Texas
Children’s Global will integrate
an essential SCD care package,
namely, infant screening, vac-
cination, penicillin prophylaxis,
and hydroxyurea therapy into
primary health services across
endemic countries.

Read more...

The second agreement was
with Brazil's Oswaldo Cruz
Foundation (Fiocruz) on 12
May 2025. It outlines joint
efforts to build stronger Na-
tional Public Health Institutes
(NPHIs), expand translational
research and disease surveil-
lance through the One Health

approach, boost local manu-
facturing of essential health
products, and strengthen re-
search, knowledge, manage-
ment and policy translation.

Read more...

Read more...

Safeguarding Africa’s Health

Africa Public Health Podcast:
Episode 5

Advancing Digital Health in Africa:
Powering Innovation, Skills, and Access

Africa’s digital health revolution is reshaping the way
healthcare is delivered across the continent.

In Episode 5 of the Africa Public Health Podcast, Jean
Philbert Nsengimana, Chief Digital Advisor at Africa
CDC, explores how digital innovations-from mobile
health solutions to artificial intelligence-are transform-
ing service delivery and scaling impact.

This episode presents practical examples of how digital
tools are expanding access to care, reducing healthcare
costs, enabling real-time data use, and strengthening
health systems from the ground up.

Boosting the Fight Against Qutbreaks

he fourth MoU was
Twith the International

Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) on 23 May
2025. It will enable both
organisations to jointly re-
spond more effectively to
public health emergencies,

strengthen primary health-
care systems, support
epidemic and pandemic
preparedness, enhance
legal preparedness for
public health emergencies
and scale up communi-
ty-based health services.

Read more...



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EqfLDZc28Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EqfLDZc28Q
https://africacdc.org/news-item/africa-cdc-and-ifrc-deepen-partnership-to-strengthen-health-systems-and-emergency-response-across-africa/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/africacdc_newpublichealthorder-wha78-activity-7331224851657003008-9lbP?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAeptTsBhHtWK7uC2r_yaMs4mdeVeUIyDzM
https://x.com/AfricaCDC/status/1925834137132269576
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/africacdc_africacdc-newpublichealthorder-activity-7331598905316368385-Ux8s?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAeptTsBhHtWK7uC2r_yaMs4mdeVeUIyDzM
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Strategic Action for a Healthier Future

t a high-level meeting hosted by
Africa CDC and chaired by Dr Jean
Kaseya on 18 May 2025, the focus

was on health financing. Dr Kaseya em-
phasised the urgent need for the conti-

The clear message was that Africa must
lead its own health future through strate-
gic action, investment and bold political

leadership. This approach aims to ensure
long-term sustainability and self-reliance

Stronger Health Ties with Norway

An interaction with Norway's Health State Secretary Usman
Ahmad Mushtaq on 22 May 2025 allowed Dr Kaseya to contin-
ue the momentum from their earlier discussions in Oslo. They
explored impactful collaboration in shaping the new global
health architecture. Together, Africa CDC and Norway are
committed to empowering Member States to build strong and
resilient health systems.

nent to take charge of its health future
by reducing dependence on external aid
and unlocking sustainable, domestic, and
innovative financing.

in the health sector.

Read more...

Cross-border Collaboration on Mpox and other

Diseases

Collaboration Key to Africa CDC'’s
Mission

On 22 May 2025 at a side event on “The Role of Regional
Institutions: EU and AU Perspectives”, Dr Kaseya emphasised
the strong mandate entrusted to Africa CDC by African Union
Heads of State and Government to protect the health of 1.4
billion people across the continent.

Fulfilling this mandate requires collaboration not only with AU
Member States but also with partners around the world.

The agreement aims to tackle challeng-
es related to cross-border transmission,
improve data-sharing between countries,
and manage the movement of affected
populations. It also seeks to strengthen
the availability of financial and technical
resources for a sustainable mpox re-
sponse.

Read more...

together to strengthen cross-border

collaboration in the fight against
disease outbreaks, with a major focus on
MpOoX.

Twelve African countries have come

The disease is surging in West Africa,
with Togo confirming its first cases.
Ghana has also reported four new cases,
while Sierra Leone is grappling with an
increase in affected individuals.

Prioritising the Health Workforce

A meeting between Dr Kaseya and Dr Vanessa Kerry of Seed
Global Health on 19 May 2025 sought to advance ongoing collab-
oration in support of African Union commitments to address the
continent’s health workforce crisis through a social compact.

The discussion also explored shared priorities, including innova-
tive health financing, scaling up local manufacturing, and im-
proving outbreak response. Both leaders reaffirmed the need for
stronger partnerships to build a safer, healthier Africa.

Morocco and Africa CDC Discuss Health Sovereignty

As a leader in safeguarding the health of
its citizens, Morocco continues to set an
example for strengthening health systems
across the continent.

Read more...

D O © © africacde

productive discussion held with H.E.
‘ \ Amine Tehraoui, Morocco’s Health
Minister on 24 May 2025, centred on
ramping collaboration, advancing health
financing, and boosting local manufactur-
ing to reinforce Africa’s health sovereign-

ty.

Read more...
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jean-kaseya_wha78-africacdc-healthfinancing-activity-7329704623638786048-gY7j?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAeptTsBhHtWK7uC2r_yaMs4mdeVeUIyDzM
https://africacdc.org/news-item/twelve-african-countries-commit-to-strengthened-cross-border-collaboration-to-improve-mpox-and-health-emergency-response/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jean-kaseya_wha78-newpublichealthorder-wha78-activity-7331950328323493888-MncV/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAn7BKIBe-ZRlbAx1vzKpP-XeEQxLuLY418
mailto:communications@africacdc.org
https://x.com/Dr_JeanKaseya/status/1925540854065750418
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Partnering for Health
Preparedness

A productive meeting with Winnie Byanyima of

UNAIDS on 23 May 2025 focused on strengthen-

ing the Africa CDOC-UNAIDS collaboration. The
discussion set the stage for a new cooperative
agreement centred on high-impact HIV inter-
ventions aligned with the Global AIDS Strategy
and HIV Sustainability Planning. Together, both
organisations are committed to acting against

Engagement with the WHO
Director-General

Director General Dr Jean Kaseya held in-depth
discussions with his counterpart at the World
Health Organization on 20 May 2025, focusing on
health funding—a critical priority for Africa CDC.

Dr Kaseya expressed gratitude for WHO's ongoing
collaboration and urged global stakeholders to
align with the continent’s vision of establishing

Discussing Africa’s Health with
Dr Peter Piot

Health financing was a key topic of discussion when Dr
Kaseya met with Dr Peter Piot, the renowned Belgian
microbiologist known for his pioneering work on Ebola
and AIDS, and his wife Heidi Larson.

During their interaction on 24 May 2025, they engaged
in a thoughtful conversation on pressing health chal-
lenges across the African continent and the future of

novel health financing methods, emphasising the need
for sustainable and innovative funding solutions.

Read more...

resilient health systems.

Read more...

AIDS and ending HIV.

Read more...

Epidemic Intelligence Weekly Report: Released 18 May 2025
Africa CDC’s call on

Real-time insights on Health Financing

public health threats
across the continent

he Africa CDC Epidemic
Tlntelligence Weekly Report

provides timely updates on
ongoing and emerging public
health threats across the conti-
nent. It highlights current disease
trends, risk assessments, and
public health response actions
implemented by affected Member
States, partners, and Africa CDC.

Africa CDC is advancing its
strategic agenda on sus-
tainable health financing.
Read the latest con-cept
note, “Rethinking Africa’s
Health Financing in a New
Era: Toward Sustainable,
Resilient, and Self-Reliant
Health Systems”, outlining
the core pillars for trans-
forming Africa’s health
financing architecture. -

Read more...

Focusing on moderate to very
high-risk events, the report adopts
a One Health and multisectoral
lens to monitor outbreaks, natural
disasters, and cross-border health
emergencies. It includes both
single-country and multicountry
events, offering actionable intel-
ligence to support early warning,
coordinated response, and evi-
dence-based decision-making.

Follow Africa CDC on social media for updates and insights from across the continent:
(XN ¢ N o africacdc
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